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AND 
Truth and Good Order, juſtified 
againſt Error and Diſorder. 


BEING 
( A Narrative of the Proceedings in th e Meetings ot ſome 
| oreat Proteflors in Religion, in this County, who 
pretend more to Truth, FJullns and Riganteouſneſs, 
than others, 
W1EH 
A Vindication of the Scripturcs from their private Int erpretation, 
and likewile my fc!t from Calumnics 3 with a Word: of 
Caution, 
AND 
Their ſetting up Womens Mcctings, under nolcfs Cenfures, than 
Ex:-ommunication 2 gainlt | {ich who (hall cither by Word or 
Deed diſcountenance the fame 3 with ſome fober Queſtions to 
chem concerning it z their Aniwer and Reply. 


By Richard Smith. Chirurgion in Cheſter, 
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Prov. 213. To do Fujtice and Judgment, is more acceptable t 

the Lord than Sacrijice. 

Ifa.58 1. Cry aloud, ſpare nit, lift up thy voice like a Trumpet. 
and {ew 12) People t1etr Tr 4 1/areſſi 'A, and the Hz fe 
cob thear Sing. 

Jer. 13.17. But if ye will avt bearit, my Soul fall weep in |; 
cret Places for your Pride, and my Eye ſhall weep fore, and 

run down why tears, becauje ( ſome of ) the Eb t| TY 
carried away Captive, 


'L0 NDON, Printed i in a Year-:1677. 


AIRES 
{+/" Sriznds Reference 
LY VLary. 
Impartial and RY; 
'R eader, 


T i the common Saying of all, of all Sorts of People, profeſſing 
Religion, tbey bave Truth on their ſide , and who bave ſo are 
eruly bappy. T having walked with ſuch a People in theſe Parts, 
ſince they were ſo, and kept Meetings in my Houſe, till of late 

Diſorders there increaſing beyond what was fit to be born, expefted my 
Friends, who ſhould and ought to havetaken a more godly care, to have 
reGified the ſame z on the negle& of which I defired that Meeting in 
my Houſe to be removed. Differences then grew betwixt them aud 
me to that height, that I told ſome of them, that let them chuſ+ one, 
two, or three Friends in the Nation, who might bave a diſcerning in- 
20 the matter, I would give them the Meeting, that ſo they might be 
Fudges in the Caſe 3 this Motion they refuſed. but were willing to 
give me the Meeting, which I was not unwilling to do, but as 1 fore= a1 
ſaw, ſoit proved fruitleſs. A Neceſſity # upon me to give ſatisf afti- { \ 
on to the Moderate, who are inquiring into the ſame, which I have i 
here done in vindication of Truth, ſo far as the Lord bath made of it 
known #0 me, without Singularity or Defigu. The Intent of publiſhing 
the ſame I ſignified to my Friends concerned herein, and that they 
might haze ſeen it before, T gave them ten days time for that end,none of 
them living ſofar off me, but they might have eome in a day myin- 
gent for ſo doing was that my Friends might bave ſeen that Thad not 
wronged them in the Narration 3 ſo that [have endeavoured ty take a- 
way ll juſt Occaſion from them. But they carried in this as in other * 
things, none came 5 ſo that I can appeal to that of God in all onſ-ieu- IK ( 
ces, whether I :4ave not carried Chriſtian and Friend-like towards 
them, being one never given to Surmifngs, Whiſp:rings, clandc- h 
ftinous or unhandſom Ways | 
And for ſeach who are Partial and Prejudiced, 1 defire that 

may be remove > for where that Secd is mourijh:d, it will eat 
as a Canker, and ſuch are, and will be ready to ſyy, What 
needs thee to have divulgcd tteſe things, fecing thou haſt for- 
given DM. ? 


A 2 Becauſe 


I 


To the Reader, 

Beeauſe T would willingly ſatisfy ſuch Criticks, none being able, 
or can give ſo true an Interpretqtion of the ſame, as he that writ thy : 
I have not done it-as ſo refleing upon him, to recall a forgiven Debt, 
( th:ngb be never voluntarily came unto me, or did ingenuouſly confeſs : 
bis Abuſes, or ſhewed Remorſe ) bat that I could mot ſo well give ; , 
right Underſtanding of the other, without making things thus plaig. 7 
Aud further, ſeeing it was the way of the holy Men of old, not to fa- , 
wour groſs Errors, ſo much as with Silence, as may be ſeen by many 4 
Tejtances from the Scriptures. Paul's Zeal to Chriſt Jelus, aud his 
Love to Pcter and Bzrnabas, was never the leſs, becauſe he openly 
reproved Peter for his Error, and ſhewed the Hypocriſy of other be« 
lieving Jews, azd of Barnabas alſ» ; but left it upon record not only 
for Chrittians zo ſee, but Jews, Turks, and Pagans likewiſe, 
| Gal. 2. 11, 12, 13414. Neither was John's Love the leſs, becauſe he 
61 (Rev. 2. and 3 chap.) left wupan record the particular Faults of 

| thoſe Churches in Alta. ; | 

If it be further objeed, I ſaid there was ſome hopes of D. M'+, 
mending ) that was before he proceeded to this beight of wickeduc5. 
However this may ſerve toclear me, T bad no prejudice againſt him ; 
but my making Appeal to them time after time, as will appear by 
| their own Records, if they have been as true to record this as they 
ozeht, will ſpcw T was ſo far from hopes by my burdens increaſing, 
| which cauſed me, as in Conſcience I was bound, not to keep from their 
Cogniſance ſuch things as tend js highly to the diſhonour of the. 
Trath. 
' And friendly Reader, only this thing I requeſt of thee, that thou 
| put the favourableſt Conſtruction hereupon, the matter will bear, 
left tho wroag both thy ſelf and me. For God Almighty, who | 
is the Searcher of all hearts, knows Thave not writ thu deſignedly, 
f againſt any of the Sons and Daughters of Men > but that the naked ; 
aad ſimple Truth, which will break, through all Vails, and rend | 
$. eſnnder all Coverings, may herein appear 10: ſatisfie thee, and which 
thou never canſt be ſo truly otherwiſe, as from the Pen oft him whos 
bath been exerciſed in the ſame. Be pleaſed likewiſe to take 119- 
f tice, that all thoſe margixal Notes, againſt both my own and their 
Anſwer, are mtne, and which thou may jadge to have been placed bet- 
zer elſewhere 3 but not profeſſing to Scholarſhip herein, thou wilt the 
eaſier p-[s it by. 
Ang 
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To the Reader. 
And further, they bringing in a Novel Thing, whether it may be 
rationally concluded a Breach of Love and Unity on their parts, who 
are uot willing to receive ſuch things barely without diligent Enquiry) 
and to be ſatisfied what Ground they have for the ſame, from whence, 
by whom, annd for what end it u introduced , which inſtead of 
friendly and lovingly to reſolve, they fall accuſing, judging, and 
the like. I leave theſs things to be conſidered of by the better part 
inth:e. 

And now bear and give good heed to this Parable, the littcr Part 
will unfold. There were many blind Aen travelling in a Wilderneſs 
h:aring »f a famous City, that whoever could get to be 4 Citizen of it, 
were nit only healed of all Diſeaſes, but were made partakers of all 
Immniities beſides. Theſe had travelled (ame time, but were by 
reaſon of their Blindneſs neither able to find the way, mov obtain their 
end > ſs that be who was the only Heir of the City beholdiag th:ir 
CO ſed Travel, cave 29 thers, and enguired of them what they did 
thre they anſwered accorgingly 3- {aid be, TVould not you be preat!y 
ingaged to him that would do ſo much for you, as bath to 0pca your 
eyes,and cloath you with new Garm?7its (for theirs were old and foul) 
and bri::g you into the way that leads 101that City, arid give you! daiiy 
Food for your Tourney ? they all with one conſoxt replied, Ver 5 {o be 
perceivis7 tuey had Faith to be healed,reſtored them to fight,and Lr-ught 
them into the way accordingly.and charged them to bold on in it. and n-t 
tojturn either to the right band or to 1he left,or 10 ſet up auy thing among 
themſelves ſo as to cauſe Diviſions or to fall out by the way; for this way 
(ſaith he) alone,iff you bild on in it ,xvill anſwer your end; and, ſaith he, 
if you obey me Iwill not be wanting to perform to you accordingly. $9 
theſe Mcn travelled on many years together, hand in bhand,very joyfully, 
and were preſerved wonderfully. But on atime it happened, that 
ſome of them began to exerciſe their Fudgment, ſo as to bring it into 
prafiice, and were not content t0 acquieſce in the ſame as to themſelves 
ouly, but except all ſubmitted to them in it accordingly, though they 
did nit in expreſs words ſay ſuch as did wt were out if the way,and 
the like > but this they ſaid, if any by word or deed direilly diſc 
countenance it, that ſuch were mahers of Diviſion and then ſaid they 
«pou th:t word wee'l declare that ſuch are out of Unity with us, and 
likewiſe ont of the way. 

Alas | ſay ſome, what # the matter aow ? bave we tr w:lled the{e 
ſo long and many years togetver with you, in this peacezbl» way, and 
which be tþ1t openea our eyes ſid to us we fhowld ho'd on in it, and 
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- To the Reader. 


z6t fall ont by the way, or bring in any thing that may divide us, oF 
cauſe trouble t0 any Traveller in this way 5 for be that brought us in. 
20 it ſaid, The way it ſelf, if we perſevere, was able to bring us 19 
our d:(red.Havew And we have found it ſo by good Experience, 
and he that bath brought us into it hath bitherto preſerved us, and we 
ſee no need of theſe things, after our ſo long travel, #ow to be brought 
in among us; on this wiſe we feel our bread ſnre, and our water 
freſh every morning, wee'l perſevere on, according 4s he which op:ned 
our eyes commanded us, and obey him, and not do ſo to you, to bring 
in or ſit up any thing that may cauſe queſtioning by any Traveller in 
the way for our Fourney 7s pretty much over, the City we ſee before 
#5, and the way the ſame, ſtreight and pleaſant, which incourages us 
#0 bold on in it, as we began, believing him who hath promiſed is 
faithful and will perform, 


I am a Lover of Truth, 


24th of the 9th 
Month, 1676. Peace, and Righteouſnels, 


and thy Chriſtian Friend; 
RICHARD SMITH, 


_—_ 


SLELLIEDN 


Friends Neference i 


&, _ 
LOPafe 


The Light 1/nchangeable,7 
and good Order juſtified, &C. 


Tis reaſonable, that as a Civil, ſo a Chriſtiar, Society, ſhouid 
have power to preſerve it ſelf 3 aud no Socicty can be preſer- 
ved without Order 3 ſo no Ordercan wc}l be obſerve. with- 

out Government, which muſt needs be by intruſti::2 ſome 

Perſons with the Care and Power of maintaining this Order , And 

that it may the more cffeQually attain its end, Heaven hith decla- 

red it,as its own Inſtitution, and impiclt upon it the Luſtre of D:- 

vine Authority. 

And Government, though it derives its extra from Divine 
Inſtitution, yet becauſe it is to be managed by Men who are ſub- 
jed to be drawn afide, doth often in thoſe Caſes prove, by thcir 
negle&, too uncertain a Guard for all they pretend to ſecure, (in 
that common ſafety) becauſe the Truftees of this Power may, ci- 
ther through Ignorance or Depravednels of their A/tcFion, di- 
ſtort it to ſatisfy their private Wills, or by an imprudent manage- 
ment cauſe ſome to languiſh under the ſame 3 fo that ſuch impo- 


tent Perſons being ſometimes intruſted in (or at leaſt fotake upon pj} 

them) the ſame, by not taking that heed and care which is requi- js by 

red, make or ſuffer frequent Incurſions upon the Rights of others, MA, 

as hath been too oft upon me, as by the Sequel willappearz having i 
| 


beyond all bounds of Civility been fo pincht with Wrongs and 
Delays from ſuch who pretend molt to Juttice, Righteouſneſs, and 
Truth: But being free from the Deſerts of thoſe Lies and Slanders, | 
do bid defiance to Envy to look me in the Face, and Malice to do \ 
its worſt in theſe matters; ſo that I can with a ſafe Conſcience, TH 
being neceſſitated hereunto, and having Truth on my fide, which 
1s very dear unto me, appear on this wiſe, and that with boldneſs 
on its behalf: and notonly in defence of my Chriſtian Reputation 
and Practice; but ſhew, fince my Friends have retuled to be admo- | 
niched, their too great Confidence of their Abilities in theſe mat- Wl 
ters, which they profeſs to manage, and that upon Truths Ac- is 


count, 
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k T ſhall not. meddle with things of the matter in hand, further 


- than I am neceſſitated to clear my fclf, and concerns me, as ever 


hating ſuch things, 45 truly below the Spirit of a Man but have 
a tender regard to the Sober and Conſcientious in all Sorts of Pro- 
tcflions in Religion. And having walked with theſe People from 
the beginning, in all Humility and Lowlineſs, bearing part with 
them in all Trials and Sufferings that have befallen them upon a 


' Religious Account 3 but now of late having had ſome Exerciſe a- 


monegſt them, they ſetting up Women to have Meetings, ſeparate 
and apart by themſelves, to look after Aﬀairs of the Church; upon 
ſuch Cenſures,as being diſſatisfied therewith,I both ſpoke and wrir 
to them concerning the ſame,in that Sobriety becoming aChriſtian. 


And finding ſuch things not agreeing to what I underſtand in the 


holy Scriptures, having a venerable Eſteem of them above all o- 
ther Writings, and do daily read or hear them read in my Family; 


| having through Gods love to me,received of Him (though but in 


a {mall meaſure) a manifeſtation of that Divine Spirit which gives 
me to believe thoſe Writings to be true, and thoſe general Com- 
mands, (which is to live a holy, righteous, peaceable Lite, and 
out of Sin) are to be obeyed 3 and thoſe ſweet Inſtrucions, holy 
E xhortations, and godly Dirc&ions, Rules 3 which none can be 
{aid truly to obey and follow fo as to have acceptance with the 
Lord, which believeth not in Chritlt Jeſus, who is the true Light 
which lighteth every Man that cometh into the World. Likewilc 
Mans not believing in the Light, but ſlighting and diſregarding 
it, cannot nor doth deſtroy the- thing in it ſelf, but it remains 
near to and with Man, yet it doth not joyn with Evil, neither 
hath ic any agreement with the Works of Darkneſs 3 it ſheds it 
ſelt abroad ta the Hearts of all that believe in it 3 the intents of all 
Hcarts it makes manifeſt, and is a Reprover of the works of. Ini- 
quity. This is it by which God ſearches and (ces into the Hearts 
of all Mankind, to the Gentle, Good and Obedient, it makes ma- 
nifeſt tothe Eternal God to the good of ſuch. But the Diſobedi- 
ert, Siiff-necked and Rebellious it accuſeth before the Throne of 
Gods Juſtice 3 for that which knows every evil Thought, and 
ſecs Sins though committed never ſo ſecretly, as no man can (e, 
hear or diſcern, muſt be ſo near to ſinful Man as to diſcern thoſe 
thoughts of his Heart; and I believe is concluded . by all Men, 
who have any ſenſe of the Dealings of God to be in Man ; though 


at a diſtance from all that which is wicked, corruptible, and 


ungod- 


[9] 
.ungodly, and yet beholdsit. This Light is pure, and the Ap- 
pearance of it glorious to all them who love it and obey it. This 
changeth not, neither is there any variation in it ſelf; forit is al- 
ways one and the ſame, but as it operates upon diff-rent Natures 
or Objects, unto which it joyns or ſtands at a diſtance from that 
is to ſay, the good Ground it cauſeth to bring forth good Fruit 
unto God ; the curſed Ground, out of which briars and thorns do 
ariſe, it kindles Fire in that which will not be quenched : for Faith 
and Unbelicf are two different Objects, as Light and Darkneſs. 
This with more I-can ſay of the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, in which 
and by which I have believed in that one God, and this one God 
is Father, Son,and Holy Ghoſt ; and that the Father is the Father of 
the Son, and the Son is the Son of the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt 
is the Spirit of the Father and the Son. And hercin do I exerciſe 
my (cit to have always a Conſcience void of offence towards God, 
and towards Men. 

And however theſe Lines are taken, I can t:uly ſay. I have no 
prejudice,evil or hard thoughts lodging in my boſom towards any 
of the Sons and Daughters of Men, how hardly I may be thought 
on, or have been abuſed by any; and therefore am armed againſt 
all ſinifier Interpretations, that Malice and Suſpicion can put 
upon them. 

My Friends in this County have every Month a Meeting, and 
one great Meeting once a Quarter, where commonly two 
or three, or more, from every particular Meeting, meet all toge- 
ther about ſuch affairs as 1s requiſite to keep and preſerve Societies 
in Peace and Unity; and they who commonly meet at thoſe called 
quarterly Meetings are theſe and more z 


William Sandey, Alexander Lawrence. Fobn Symcock. 
Thomas Fanney, Thomas Braſſey. Arthur Wilcox. 
Fobn Badiley. Fobm Newton. Foſeph Endon. 
Fobn Worral. Thomas Rooland. Fohn Clowes. 


Fobn Sharples, Richard Milnor. Thomas Briggs. 
And theſe had promiſed to ad in theſe Meetings on ſuch mat- 


ters, according to Goſpel order, mentioned in the Scriptures , 


If *by Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell bim bis fault be a4, 5 1 <. 


tween thee and him alone, if he ſhall hear thee thou haſt gained thy 
Brother 3 but if he will not hear thee, take with thee one or two more, 
B 


thai 


1 Foha 5: 7. 


19, 17. 


[ 10 ] 
that in the mouth of two oy three Witneſſes every word may be eftablifh- 
ed; and if be negleft to hear them, tell it unto the Church ; but if 
be negle@ to hear 1be Chnrch, let bim be unto thee as a beathen Man, 
and a Pu3lican. 

And likewiſe according to their own Orders, (whichas becom- 
ing Mcn, much more Chrittians, they ſhould have truly obſerved, 
performed and obcyed) which is, that it any Diſorder be, it be 
took courſe with ; and the manner is, that if the offending Party 
be ſo ſtubborn that he will not hear and be ſubje&, after he is ad- 
moniſhed before Friends of that particular Meeting he belongs to; 
then to bring it before Friends at their monthly Meeeting ; and if 
it cannot be brought to an end, then afterward to bring it to the 
quarterly Meeting 3 and if the Party offending, after diligent En- 
quiry, Examination, and Trial, will not ſubmit and give fatis- 
faQion for the wrong, then Friends to give forth a Teltimony a- 
gainſi ſuch, 

George Fox's Order in the Year 1667. 

If there happen any difference betwixt Friend and Friend of any 
matters, if it cannot be ended before the general Meeting, let half 
a dozen Frieads from the general Meeting be ordered to put a 
ſpeedy end thereto, that Jultice be ſpeedily done, ſo that Friends 
may not be one to another Sorrow and Trouble, but one a- 
nothers Joy and Crown in the Lord. 


Hear another Writing of George Fox's ſince. 

The Party offending to be admoniſhed before Friends of their 
own Meeting, and if he will not hear, then to bring it to the 
Monthly Meeting 3 and then if it cannot be brought to an end by 
the Monthly Mecting, then after to bring it to the Quarterly 
Meeting 3 and if he will not condemn it after the thing is examin- 
ed and tried, then Friends to give forth a Teſtimony againſt ſuch : 
for things of Difference ſhould be judged and condemned,and never 
£0 ſo far as the Quarterly Meeting. 


Hath the Lord indeed intruſted you in the holy Concerns of his 
Truth in this Day 3 Oh! then come and try your (elves by the 
Light of Chriſt Jeſus, and your own Orders which I right well 
knnw, will do none any harm; how could you in Conſcience 
ſuffer him, whom none of- you had any juſt occaſion againſt, to 
ly fo long under ſuch Defamations in his Chriſtian —__ $ 

uc 


Vroemeys . 


[ x1 ] 
- ſuch a groſs manner, that it isa very ſhame to mention the Abulcs 
to be given by a Member of any Religious Society, but that I am 
reſolved to be true both to you, my ſelf, and the Reader, and 
which were of concern to me fo be cleared from ; if you had under- 
ſtood your ſelves, it had behoved you to have had a tender Regard 
both upon Truths, your own, and my account, being you knew 
how long I ſuffered through ſme having a Prejudice againſt me 
by reaſon of my Pradtice, who never gave any juſt Occaſion for 
the ſame.z but my Patience in thoſe Trials wore off that Prejudice, 
that I can ſay this of them, moſt of them ſince have been very 
loving, and ready to do any thing for me I could in Reaſon re- 
uire. 

And theſe my Grievances lay before you in two years and a 
halt, nine or ten.times at your quarterly Meetings 3 and the laft 
Abuſcs, whilſt the other was in depending, I laid before ycu 
four times in one Year, and which might yet have been undcter- 
mined, but that I took another Courſe, being wearicd out with 
your delays. However that I might ſtand clear,did communicate 
theſe my Abuſes to you, who pretend to rectifie {ſuch Miſcarria- 
ges, that you might have Kept your ſelves clear of the ſame alſo. 
1 expe&cd nothing more but that Truth and Righteouſneſs pro- 
fcſſcd might have hadits tree Courſe in and among all, that Ju- 


ice might have run down your Streets as a Stream to have ſwept Prov. 21. 


away all that which is contrary thereto, which is more acceptable 
to the Lord than Sacrifice, the negle& of which cannot otherwiſe 
but bring a Stain, and herein make you greatly faulty. Ah! you 
' have not herein been true to that right noble Spirit, which no 
Iniquity nor Evil-doer can ſtand before uncondemned. 

Your (elves have and mult confe(s, that this Main Daniel Ma- 
dock, a Member of your Society, hath long abuſed me with his 
bad tongue, yet whenever the Man turned to me and acknowledg- 
ed his Fault for the (ame, as in the year 1670, I forgave him it, 
and deſired that he might be an honeſt Man, He after that abuſed 
me again in the year 1671, yet after acknowledging his Fault, 
you know how willing I was to pals it by, detiring his Good. 
But in the Ycar 1572 jhe abuſ:d me in a groſs manner 3 I ſpoke 
to him, and would have had him to have ſeen, confelt, and re- 
pented of his Faults, but inſtead of receiving my love he reviled 
me. Again, after a Mecting: I ſpoke to him of it before ſome 
Friends in my Houſe, and put tnem on to ſpeak to him z but he 

2 wo. Id 


10 Month, 
1673. 


1 Month, 
1674. 


4 Month, 
1674. 


7 Month, 
1674 


10 Mecnth, 
1674. 
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[ 12 ] 
would not receive admonition 3 then I laid ir before Fricnds 
monthly Mecting, and after that before them at their quarterly 
Mceting 3 they from that Meeting fent three Friends to ſpeak to 
him and to enquire into the matter, all which they had proved , 
and more than my Abuſes to his Face; the three Friends would have 
had him to have acknowledged that he had wronged me, and to 
leave of his Preaching and Praying in Meetings, but be would not. 
Now I leave all rationa] Men to judg, whether theſe things be 
zight, for a Man to abuſe and wrong me, and yet to eome into 
my Houſe; to ſpeak and pray in Mcetings, whom I could not 
own in ſo doing. 

Next quarter Meeting I detired Friends to examine the matter 
about D. M. one of the three Friends whom they fent being there, 
but they at that Meeting did not regard herein, -either Goſpel Or- 
der or their own, nor did examine their Meſſenger, or queſtion 
the Thing. 

That I might be clear, and likewiſe deſired the ſ{-me for 
them, I laid it before them at their next quarterly Meeting ; fo 
that Mecting examined what Anſwer the three Friends, which 
were ſent in the xoth. Month 1673, had from D. M: Aiſwer was 
made by one of the*three Friends which were ſent. So at that 
Meeting they cauſed a Paper to be writ and fent to D. M. and my 
Submiſſion to Friends was ſuch that at their Requeſt I condeſcend- 
ed to write that Paper for them. 

Next quarterly Meeting I defired Friends would take fome 
Courſe according to their own Orders in this Caſe, for I lay under 


great Burdens by reaſon of one who comes into my Houſe, and 


takes upon him to ſpeak and pray in Meetings, which neither 
my ſelf nor ſome others can own 3 but he owns himſelf a Mcem- 
ber of yon, ſo that you ſhould take thoſe godly Courſes as this 
ehing requires. All they did at this Mceting in this Caſe, was to 
examine the Friend they ſent him the Paper by: And he (aid, he 
could get no ſatisfactory Anſwer from D. Af. only ſent two 
Friends to ſpeak to him again, which fignified nothing. 

Next quirterly Meeting I renewed my Complaints, and all 
that Meeting did was toexamine their Meſſengers, what Anſwer 
D.M. gave them 3 they ſaid they could get no fatisfaRory Anſwer, 
or Words to that effc&. | 

Preſently after this Meeting Nathan Madock, Brother to D. M. 


| having a Hurt of one Leg, whom | had in Cure, and coming into 


his 
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his Chamber one Motning, his Wife, a irange Woman and D. 
M4: being in the Room, I asked my Patient how he did ? ſayes 
D. M4. Thou wilt kill my Brother as thoa didſt Elizabeth Morgan: 
- and called me a Diunkard and a Liar the (range Woman bad 
him- hold his peace : I immediately departed the Room, being a 
Man nevcr given to fuch Conteſts, and below me as a Man 
and a Chrilitan to enter into Diſcourſe with ſuch a litigious 
Man. 

This Perſon E, M. whom he mentions, dicd above ten ycars 
ag0 of a violent Fever, which then was raging in this City, and 
had been ſick of it above fourteen days bctore ſhe ſent to me, | 
then being cloſe Priſoner in the Caſile, and not ina Capacity to do 
for her or any other what I was wiliing 3 hobeit ſome Fricnd 
came to me and told me that E. 24. defired me to ſend her ſome- 
thing to cool her drought : upon which I ſent ber the Tinure 
of Roles made up with Syrup of Citrons, whereupon I heard it 
was pleating to her. And for his calling me a Diunkard and a 
Liar, I believe there 1s none that knows me, but they may lay 
the Man was envious, for my Converſation among(t whom I live 
is better known 3 and its my Refolution I'le have Truthin my 
Heart and Mouth whatever befalls the 3 and for firong 
Drink, I never affcaed it fo, as agreeing either with Body or 
Mind. 

Theſe are no ſmall Criminations for a Member of ſuch a pro- 
fcfſiog People to charge a Man afreth withall, and not having gi- 
ven any ſatisfaction for his former Abuſes which were of the like 
nature. And that this Man D. M. might (hew himſclf arrived at 
the height of Envy, in the Meeting at my Houſe whiles I was at 


Prayer, he openly called me a Devil and a Deceiver: Itis a very - 


ſhame that ſuch Abuſes ſhould be ſuffered by a Member of any 
Civil Society, much more of a Religious 3 but that they ſhould 
have power to preſerve themſelves from the Taints and Infections 
of hurtful. Spirits, for ſuch tend not to further Knowledge, In- 


creaſe of Holineſs, or Peace 3 but Strife, Divitions, Rents, Back-. 


bitings, -and Revenge, So that Friends not performing thoſe 
wholſom Orders agreed-upon to a&t by, as in pag. 3- have hercin 
fouled and ſtained themſelves, and are herein faulty, and much 
liecth (and more will) uron them till they acknowledge their 
Miſcarriage herein, and for the future a& more wiſ-ly, After I 
had done Praycr D. M- keeping on in his accuſltomcd manncy of 
faiking 


1 Month,1675. 


4 Month, 1675. 


This I told 
them with 
Teil's. 


7 moath,1655, 
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talking, I went to him and put him out of my Houle, and deſired 
him to forbear coming again into it, till he bad learned better 
Manners. 

Next quarterly Meeting my Occaſions would not permit me 
to be there, howbeit the thing was before them, and I did not 
hear by any, that any thing was done for theclearing Truth, me, 
and themſelves from ſuch an unruly Member. 

The next quarterly Meeting I acquainted Friends of the late 
and great Abuſes given by D. M. and delired that his Brother 
N. M. being preſent, and before whom they were ſpoke, (and 
whom by Gods aſflifiance I cured) might be examined ; which 
was accordingly done, The former Abuſcs had now been de- 
pending before them near three years, and my burthens increaſing, 
and for me to keep Meetings in my Houſe to be thus abuſed, an 
you take no more care to reQihie theſe things 3 Iam difſatisficd 
therein, and the * Truth diſhonoured thereby, (for though I had 


forbid him my Houſe yet he came). So from this Meeting came 


three or four Friends who had a Meeting in my Houle, which 
after it was done, never examined or ſearched into the Cauſe of 
theſe great Wrongs, according as I expected, but examined ano- 
ther thing which was never in queſtion, how Cheſter Meeting did 
approve of D. M. ſpeaking among(t them, and delired him to 
hold his peace in Meetings. 

Ncxt quarterly Meeting I told them both of the former and 
late Wrongs. Alexander Lawrence at this Meeting examined 
N. M. Daniels Brother, about thoſe late Wrongs as afore, N, AM. 
ſaid they were foul Words, A. L. ſays that he ſaid ſomething in 
this Mecting about theſe my greatAbuſes.But he would do himſclt 
and that Meeting Juſtice to examine their Records, and bring to 


' Light what was done for I affirm there was nothing done by 


Io month, 
I675«+ 


that Meeting in this Caſe. Theſe things grieved my Soul 
to ſee them who make ſo great a Profeſſion of Truth and Juice, 
carry thus. 

Next quarterly Meeting I was not wanting toput them in re- 
membrance of thcir neglect. That Meeting alter all this ſends to 
D. M. a Copy of that Paper they ſent him the 4th Month 1674, 
by Tho. Guin and N. M. his Brother, but order nothing to D. M. 
about the other late Abuſes. So T7: G, and N. M:. cameto me, 
and brought a Paper from D. A. of a Confeſſion of thoſe Wrongs 
done me in 1672e I told his Brother,' if that was true which was 
Writ, 


£7] 


writ, (for D. M. could not write) why did they not bring D.: - 


down to me being fo near me 3 for except he came to me to make 
an acknowledgmer accordingly and ſhew ſome per.itency, I had 
no reaſon to believe that Writing, neither cou!d he be clcar in the 
matter. He came not, yet Fricnds reccived his Paper, butupon 
what account they never acquainted me. 

Next quarterly Mecting I laid thefe things before them again, 
and the Dilorder in Cheſter Mecting 3 they order bis Brotlicy Na- 
than toſpeak to D. tocondemn thoſe words before them he ſpoke 
them 3 but they did not injoyn him-to condemn it from the bot- 
tom of nis H-art, and toclear the Truth and Rich. Smith from 
thoſe wick«d Sanders and Lies, and truly repent of the ſame, and 
judge himlcK ther2in 3 otherwiſe they were bound in Conſcience 
to teliify againit D, AM. and to clear Truth them(clves, aiid R.S. 
as far as in themlay. But this was not N. Ms. order or directi- 
ons. So one hirft day after this N. M. came to me, and told me, 


that he had ſpoke to his Brother D. about thoſe words Friends vr- - 


dered him, and faid D. was willing to judg himſclt, and clear me 
before _ he ſpoke thoſe Words ; and asked me where it ſhould 
be, at my Houſe, or at his? I (aid where he pleaſed. Bt this 
week paſſed and nothing was done. Next firit-day ſome being 
diſlatisfied, ſpoke to D. M. about thoſe bad words bctorc ſome 
Friend*, I being preſent 3 D. 2M. then before them all denicd that 
he ſpake them, and askt who durſt (ay fo to his Face ? I ſaid, both 
thy Brother & SiRker,who are preſenmt,heard thee; and I further (4 d 
to Nathan, how doth this agree to make thy words true, which 
thou did(t this day week tell me, that thou hadſt ſpoke to him, 


and that thy Brother D. was willing to judg himſelf, as above ? 


if this be not adding fin to fin, I am wilttaken. So ſceing things 
were running round again into the old Delays, next day about 
four or five a clock in the evening, I went to his Brother N. M. 
and cold him, I was now reſolved to call his Brother D. betore the 


' Magiſtrate, for ſuch carriages and doing as this did not ſatisfy me 


I had uſed all fair means, and with much Patience had born long, 
and thoſe ways had not anſwered 3 and it was neither tit or con- 
venient for me to ly any longer under ſuch Slanders and it is 
juſt and right thy Erother do clear me from the ſame, and rake 


that ſhame upon himſelf, which by thoſe foul Abuſcs he intended | 


tohave thereby defamed me. Much I ſpoke to N. to this purpoſe z 
inſomuch that he ſeeing my Reſolution, being concerned for his 


Brother : 


I Mont Þ, 
I67 5, 
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talking, I went to him and put him out of my Houle, and deſired 
him to forbear coming again into it, till he had learned better 
Manners. | 


: Month,1675, Next quarterly Meeting my Occaſions would not permit me 


4 Month, 1675. 


This I fold 
them with 
Teil's, 


7 moath,1675, 


10 month, 
1675+ 


to be there, howbeit the thing was before them, and I did not 
hear by any, that any thing was done for theclearing Truth, me, 
and themſelves from ſuch an unruly Member. 

The next quarterly Meeting I acquainted Friends of the late 
and great Abuſes given by D. M. and deſired that his Brother 
N. M. being preſent, and before whom they were ſpoke, (and 
whom by Gods afliſiance I cured) might be examined ; which 
was accordingly done, The former Abuſcs had now been de- 
pending before them near three years, and my burthens increafing, 
and for me to keep Meetings in my Houſe to be thus abuſed, ang 
you take no more care to reQitic theſe things 3 Iam diſſatisfied 
therein, and the * Truth diſhonoured thereby, (for though I had 
' forbid him my Houſe yet he came). So from this Meeting came 
three or four Friends who had a Meeting in my Houſe, which 
after it was done, never examined or ſearched into the Cauſe of 
theſe great Wrongs, according as I expected, but examined ano: 
ther thing which was never in queſtion, how Cheſter Mecting did 
approve of D. M. ſpeaking amongſt them, and delired him to 
hold his peace in Meetings. 

Ncxt quarterly Meeting I told them both of the former and 
late Wrongs. Alexander Lawrence at this Mecting examined 
N. M. Daniels Brother, about thoſe late Wrongs as afore, N, M, 
ſaid they were foul Words, A. L. fays that he ſaid ſomething in 
this Mecting about theſe my greatAbules.But he would do himſclt 
and that Meeting Juſtice to examine their Records, and bring to 


' Light what was done for I athim there was nothing done by 


that Meeting in this Caſe. Theſe things grieved my Soul 
to ſee them who make ſo great a Profeſſion of Truth and Juice, 
carry thus. 


Next quarterly Meeting I was not wanting toput them in re- - 


membrance of thcir negle&. That Meetingatter all this ſends to 
D. M. a Copy of that Paper they ſent him the 4th Month 1674, 
by Tho. Guin and N: M. his Brother, but order nothing to D. M. 
about the other late Abuſes. So T7: G, and N. M. cameto me, 


and brouzht a Paper from D. 4. of a Confeſſion of thoſe Wrongs | 


done me in 1672+ I told his Brother,] if that was true which was 
writ, 


L272] 


writ, (for D. M. could not write) why did they not bring D. - 


down to me being fo near me 3 for except he came to me to make 
an acknowledgmer accordingly and ſhew ſome per.itency, I had 
no reaſon to believe that Writing, neither cou!d he be clcar in the 
matter. He came not, yet Fricnds reccived his Paper, butupon 
what account they never acquainted me. 

Next quarterly Meeting I laid theſe things before them again, 
and the Diſorder in Cheſter Mecting 3 they order his Brother Na- 
than to ſpeak to D. tocondemn thoſe words before them he ſpoke 
them 3 but they did not injoyn him-to condemn it from the bot- 
tom ot his H-art, and toclear the Truth and Rich. Smith from 
thoſe wick:d Slanders and Lies, and truly repent of the ſame, and 
judge himlck therzin 3 otherwiſe they were bound in Conſcience 
to teliify againit D, AM. and to clear Truth them(clves, aiid R.S. 
as far as in themlay. But this was not N. Ms. order or direci- 
ons. So one hrlt day after this N. M. came to me, and told me, 


that he had ſpoke to his Brother D. about thoſe words Friends vr- - 


dered him, and faid D. was willing to judg himlielt, and clear me 
before them he ſpoke thoſe Words 3 and asked me where it ſhould 
be, at my Houſe, or at his? I ſaid where he pleaſed. Br this 
week paſſed and nothing was done. Next fixit-day ſome being 
diſſatisfied, ſpoke to D. M. about thoſe bad words bctorc ſome 
Friend*, I being preſent 3 D. M. then before them all denicd that 
he ſpake them, and askt who durſi (ay fo to his Face? I ſaid, both 
thyBrother & Sifer,who are preſent,heard thee; and I further (4 d 
to Nathan, how doth this agree to make thy words true, which 
thou didſi this day week tell me, that thou hadſt ſpoke to him, 


and that thy Brother D. was willing to judg himſclf, as above ? 


if this be not adding fin to fin, I am wilttaken. So ſceing things 
were running round again into the old Delays, next day about 
four or five a clock in the evening, I went to his Brother N. M. 
and cold him, I was now reſolved to call his Brother D. betore the 


' Magiſtrate, for ſuch carriages and doing as this did not ſatisfy me 


I had uſed all fair means, and with much Patience had born long, 
and thoſe ways had not anſwered 3 and it was neither tit or con- 
venient for me to ly any longer under ſuch Slanders and it is 
juſt and right thy Brother do clear me from the ſame, and take 


that ſhame upon himſelf, which by thoſe foul Abuſcs he intended 


to have thereby defamed me. Much I ſpoke to N. to this purpoſe z 
inſomuch that he {ecing, my Reſolution, being concerned for his 


Brother : 


1 Mont" , 
I679. 
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' Brother D, went pr ſent preſently to D.and got him,as he came and 


told me that night about eight or nine a clock, I being in Bed, 
that he had got his Brother D. to confels and acknowledg before 
the firange Woman that he had wronged me,I ſaid I ought to have 
been preſent. - So that the fear of a righteous and national 
Law cauſed both D. and N. to beſtir themſelves to do, and get that 
done in four or five hours time, which they had time enough to 
have done before, and at a more feaſonable time; and D. to 
confeſs and condemn thatnow , which but 25 or 26 hours before 
he denicd. 

\ So that this Law, which is to preſerve my good Name, Per- 
on, and Eſtate (and ſo every free-born Engliſh Mans) from In- 
vaſion of others, is a better Inheritance than is derived from my 
Pacents; for though I may have an Eſfiate left, yet if the Law pre- 
ſerve it not, any one at ſplafure may invade it and take it 
from me. 

I detired Nat. when he was in my Chamber that Night, to 
bring his Brother D. down to me in the Morning, which he did 
acordingly. I ſaid to D. Both thou and all that hears of theſe thy a- 
buſive S$landers may know that f never bad any evil or revenge in my 
heart towards thee, but ever defired thy good, and never gave any 
occaſion for theſe Calumnies, by which thou haſt ſo traduced me ; for 
if T bad been a Man that had ſought after revenge, thou baſt given me 


200 much occaſion, if thou badjt been worth much, to have weakned | 


thee in the ſame. But as I am hot one of that Spirit, ſo I deſire thou 
mayeſt come truly ts repent of theſe things, that ſo God may forgive 
thee, for I do. He ſaid very little. And further, Theard thou 
ſhouldit ſay at that time when thou ſo abuſedſt me, that I called thee 
a Cheater , it is likely thy bad Words might provoke me to ſay, as 1 
went out of the Ro:ms, there was no great Credit to be given to a Cheater) 
Which Words (though there is a ſober Scruple on me how things 
arc) I ſhould not have ſpoken 3 neither do I here mention thele 
things as reflecting upon him for what I have paſſed by. 

And though my Friends be ſtiff, and refuſe to be admoniſhed, 
yet I will cell them (and the Reader) this manner of ſending a 
Paper 'or Meſſenger to ſpeak to the Off:nder in this and the like 
caſes of Difference, and receiving a Paper or Anſwer by a Mcl- 
ſenger from him, is not right, or accordivg to Truth 3 for how 
can they in this cafe receive ſatisfaCtion in a Paper or by a Meſlen- 
ger from the Offender, except the, Offender hath tirſt ”_ _ 

action 
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faQion for the wrong to him whom he hath 6 wronged 3 no,this 
is not the way to decide controverſies aright, or to make peace 
heal breaches, and piece Fraftures. This way they muſt go and 
do, if they will go aright ; After the offended Party hath obeyed 
thoſe Commands, Mat, 18. 15, 16. If the Offender ſtill perliſt, 
and the matter be brought before them; they ſhould in ſuch caſes *</ex1nder 
call the Offender before them, and ſearch into the Nature, Ground, £**7*2*e faid 
and Cauſe of the Offence, and fo they will thereby better reliſh ke —_ - 
the nature of the Offender, which they can never do fo well o« fo > ) but Lc 
therwiſez and to have both Parties face to face,and then indeavour !<c<ived. Then 
as much as in them lieth a Reconciliation betwixt them, which if OOO n= 
then the wrong-doer (the wrong being of ſuch a nature that it be- 7. D'sCla. 
comes a Prejudice to the Party fo wronged, and conſequently to 0. whetka i 
themſelves) doth not repent of the ſame, but refuſe to hear and be © ti &uiy of 
ſubje& 3 then they ought to give forth a teltimony againlt ſuch : pet on; = 
which Cenſures being negleGed, they cannot avoid growing foul Fas Re eggs 
and faulty. I defire they may not by covering over their errours 0 fit to hear 
herein run into more and greater. and dctermine 
At the laſt quarterly Mecting they had reccived one Tho. Dampot — 
in amongſt them again, (what he was or had done behoves not cuſation of a. 
me to mention, further than concerns my own Caſe,) after which y in the Ac- 
he, being one of Cheſter Meeting, came into my Houſe, and began cuſcdsabſence, 
to ſpeakin Meetings3 which both my (elf and others judged was _ PuraP gry 
not right, or his place, except he had ſpoke and declared of his the Accuſ-9, 
true Repentance for his Tranſgreſſion, and ſhewed it accordingly. Þcivg bothpre- 


So at their quarterly Meeting,6th of the laſt 4th Month, I laid theſe ar have 
O UPMITTEL 


things in ſhort before them in writing, and their Carriage at that ;, their Cen. 


Meeting, when and how theysreceived T. D. and in my abſence fwres or Judg- 
received a falſe Accuſation from T. D. againſt me, (a bad Omcn) ment, for him 


which is contrary both to Goſpel- Order, or their own likewiſe : Fn ww 
v0 car 


for they ſhould not have * heard any thing from him, before he ke” 

| accordingly, 
to ſtand up in the Accuſors place, and report the Accuſation in the Accuſors Namezthe \ccufor 
being prefent, and then ſay they received it not ; as .4. L, did F, D's Caſe to me, How cond 
A. L.tell rhat T.D, could have had that boldneſs, fo to have accuſed me to my face > many can 
tell lies, and bite behind, who cannot or dare not ſy ſpeak to an honeſt Mans face, Surely ſuch 
Carriages as theſe are below a noble Heathen Feffas, 42s 25, ſitring in, Judgment; and though, 
the Jews had accuſed Paul to him ar Ferrſalem, yer when he fate on the Judgment-ſeat, did not 
take their Accuſation, and ſay, Pal, theſe Fews have accuſed thee fo and fo, but heard the Ac- 
cuſation rhen before the Accuſeds face ; neither would Felix hear P al make his Detence in the 
abſence of his Accufors, but ſaid, 7 will hear thee when thy Accuſcrs are come, ARS 23435, 


C had 


© * 
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had firſt poke to me, if he had any juſt Cauſe, infomuch that 1 
coming in afterwards, and had ſate a while, A. L. ſaid publickly, 
T. D. had there accuſed me that I had forbid him my Houſe. I 
replied, I had heard that he had ſo belied me 3 ſo that now before 
this Meeting I deſire he might make cut that Charge, for I was 
there todeny that ever I forbid T. D. to come into my Houſe. So 
he fell to asking Queſtions, did not I do ſoand ſo? I faid, what is 
this to make forth thy Accuſation in charging me forbidding thee 
my Houſe, and to report ſuch Lies as theſe behind my back ? thou 
now oughtſt to have ſo clear a Ground, Proof, or Circumſtance 
to accompany thy Accuſation, that it might gain credit in the 
Auditors cars 3 fo that there need no Queſtions now to be asked, 
for (as I aid) I do abſolutely deny thy Charge : So I was going 
to have ſhewed the Mecting more, but was interrupted by A. L. 
that T had not that Chriſtian Liberty. And inſtead of reproving 
* Which was, T, D. for his Lie, I was asked * Queſtions rather to firengthen 
vb:ther I was p;. My Defire and Travel hath been,and &iill is,that Truth,and 
willing T. D. : , ) 
ſhould come nothing but Truth alone may rule, and that all might be ruled by 
into my houſe? it 3 for it is that my Soul in days by-paſt chirſted after; and bleſſed 
I replied, why ye the Lord he hath made me partaker of the ſame, infomuch 


ions be that I am made willing to bear all that may be born for its Ad- 


2sKed, when 1 vancement and Proſperity 3 but to bear otherwiſe, it becomes a 
never forbad hurt to me,and profits not. And for ſuch who take upon them to 
him ro come {\quQ others, or to preach Truth, and are not in its Life, I 


(wy **b.+2 muſtbe plain with you; It is not laid upon me, or from the Lord 


make my ſelf 
guilty of his falſe Charge of forbidding him to come into my houſe, which Þ never did ; I told 
theni my Door was open for all, Profefior and Profane, goes they knew their place, and 
made no diſturbance, nor offered abuſes to me and Friends in my houſe, and if 7, D. will not 
come, there was more than at preſent they ſaw 3 for ir is my judgment if he comes amongſt us 
he will talk in Meetings, (and fo it proved). And there was ſomething more of a weighty con- 
cern, which ſome of them knew of, and whom I ſhewed to fince, which' belongs not to this 
lace to mention. . L, ſaid, T. D. faid at that Meeting, he would do any thing I would 
CE him to do. A. £. ſhould then have given righreous Judgment, for he knew T. D. had 
grievouſly belied me, and nct to have received him in with a Lie in his mouth, and then asked 
me ſliogs ws flenzrtben ſuch turbulent ſpirits ; no, I better know my place ; it not being 
proper for any man to be Judge in his own caſe, and moſt eſpecially when he has referred his 
matter for others ro be Judges of 3 if I ſhould have taken ſuch a thing upon me, I queſtion how it 
would it have been taken. thoſe words of T. D. proved a Flaſh, as his Carriage hath fince 
made it appear ; for I {ent ro him, he being in Town, to come ſpeak with me, but he put it of, 
and came not, - However T will nat give a partial Relation of things, bur Truth ſo far as I 
know, fer I would not do any man wrong to juſtity my ſelf, 


required 
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required of me, to keep Meetings in my Houſe for ſuch to talk a « 


mongſt us 3 it is a weighty thing to ſpeak of the things of God,and 
ſuch above others ought to be both ſound and ſerious, and that 
their Lives and Converſations might adorn it; for where it is 0- 
therwiſe, the bleſſed Truth cannnot, nor hath that Influence to 
ſhine in its Beauty : many have talked of what Truth was, but 
ah ! how few live the Life of it® And it is not a bare Confeſſion, 
and Profeſſion of the Truth only, that fatisfics me, but Living the 
holy Life of it. 
Richard Smith. 


So having no Anſwer to this from their quarterly Meeting, ha- 
ving by experience found their Carelefine{s and Negligence in 
theſe Aﬀairs, my burthens inſtead of being eaſed increafing, defi- 
rxcd Friends to provide another Meccting-Place. 

The 24d of lati $:h Month,I fignified to them mentioned and con- 
cerned herein, my refolution of making theſe things publick ; but 
before Idid it,I gave them the Meeting 19** of the ſame,that thereby 
making things thus plain, they might have acknowledged they 
had not been fo faithful in the Truſt they took upon them, nor ſo 
loving, truc and juſt'in their Carriage to me in theſe matters as 
they ought, which I told them would have been better than thus: 
to ſtand it out 3 but inſtead of doing ſo, they drew this Concluſi- 
on, that they had power 3 I leave them to explain the extent of 
it in this Caſe 3 and A. Lawrence ſaid in the Name of that Meet- 

ing, they had power to ſuſpend their Judgment. I asked them 
upon what Gronnd' and Cauſe they could do that in this Caſe, and 
till what time ? for aid I, if you ſuſpend it and determine not 
(being ſatisfied, as they all were, that I was very much wronged: 
and burthened ) when you will put an end unto ſuch things, all 
things being clear, and no ObjeQion lying in the Cafe; they can- 
not avoid being unjuſt 3 as here in this Caſe Meeting after Mect- 
ing, and Year after Year, and ſo may be ad infinitum ; and may 
be juſtly charged with Breach both of Goſpel-Order, their own, 
and G. F*'s, and in nolittle of oppreſſing me 3 for that 18 of Mar. 
makes againſt them to defer on this wiſe in this my Caſe, Their 
Anſwer to me, was, Chriſt limited to no time, and that they had 
power, but till what time they were ſilent. I could defire they had 
a better Underſtanding in ſuch things as theſe, or elſe take upon 
them IG ; for I will them to m— where time is not _— it 
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beſpeaks the preſent time 3 and I am ſure there is not a more poſi- 
tive Command in all the Scriptures as to ſuch matters of private 
wrongs, as that of Mat. 18. 15, 16, 17- And that God has given 
his Church power, as well to reje& as to try Spirits, is notdeni- 
ed, and to rational Men the Juigment that Chriſt propoſeth in the 
matter is ſufficient, But if be negle& tohear the Church, let him be 
wnto thee 4s a heathen Man, &c. Thcir own Ocder they have tran(- 
greſſed againſt, which limits to a time, which is, as in pag. 3. 
when all is performed accordingly, then Friends to, give forth a 
Teſtjmony 3 George Fox's, which limits to a time likewile, as in 
pag. 3- that is, when the thing is examined and tried,then Friends 
to give fortha Teſtimony 3 and likewiſe his Order, 1667. as in 
Pag- 3+ there he ſpeaks of the preſent time, and that Juſtice be 
ſpeedily done. And for them by ſuch Conſtructions and private 
Interpretations to ſeck to evade the Dint of Juſtice in ſuch caſes, 
will prove but fig-leav'd Garments, and foul and ſtain them great- 
ly, which an ingenuous Confeſſion of their Errors herein would 
have been more Chriſtian-like and Satisfactory. For I muſt tell 
them, that if they perſiſt and . go. on this wiſe, they will neither 
preſerve themſelves nor others; for that which hath been my 
caſe, may be anothers. And defaming and indeavouring, to de- 
ſiroy a Mans good Name is Perſecution; and never tell me of love 
to my Soul, when fo little is manifeſted otherwiſe z for I muſt 

_ * Theſe be- y, I never was ſo *traduced amongſt any Pcople I ever was a- 

ag 02" monght. - 

Atthe Breaking up of this Meeting, ſome. were faying ſome- 
thing of the Meeting being gone from my- Houſe 3 I ſaid, the 
Cauſc lay at their door,] and fince they could not order things bet- 
ter, they muſt yot be againſt me'diſpoting of my own. Tho. Brigs 
and Tho. Gin replied, none gainſaying them, and told me plain- 
ly, that my Houſe was not my own 3 to which I ſaid, if ſo, 
you will make the Coat on my Back not to be mine : I 
ſhall leave theſe Men, as not fitting to be Inftructers of others, 
who can maintain.( and contend for) ſuch things as theſe 3 for 
ifwhat-I bought and paid for be not mine,they willalter the Dia- 
Ie& and Intent ofour Engliſh Speech, that we ſhall not underſtand 

. one another. . I know all the: Creation is God's 3 what then ? 
Aas 2:8, 30, is it therefore become a Tranſgreſlion for me to ſpeak Scripture- 
Language, to ſay what I buy and pay for is my own; and the 
Houſe I now live in my own hired Houſe ? This is not the way 
pa fo 


F 23: 1 
to deal with me 3 for that which muſt win upon me, muſt be 


both by ſpeaking and doing Truth, which ever had pure and ſound 
xeaſon in it. Luke 16, 10. 
He that is faithfal in that which # leaſt, faithful alſoin mach 3 
and he that is unjuſt in the leaft, is unjuſt alſo in much. 


—__— 


This following Paper will open the Parable in the Preface. 

A Paper bearing date at Londox, 27th of the 34 Month, 
1675. at which are William Sandeys, Alexander 
Lawrence, John Symcock, Thomas Braſſey, and 

' Thomas Brigs, their Hands ; all of this County. 


g! you in the third Particular of the ſaid Paper, concerning » xo can 
Men and Womens Meetings, truly counte- 
' That ,it is your Fudgment and Teſtimony, in the Word of God's nance that 
Wiſdom \ that the Riſe and Prafiice, Seting up and Eſtabliſhment of "7 3© difſa- 


uf - OY tished with, ſce- 
Hen and Womens Meetings in the Church of Chriſt, in this our Gene- ip — 


ration, is according to the Mind and Counſel of God, and done in the forthe ferting 
Ordering and leading of the Eternal Spirit ; and that it is the Duty ®p Womens 


of all Friends and Brethren, in the Power of God in all parts, #0 be di- Ge 


ligent therein, and to Incourage and further each in that bleſſed Work Chric, bur 

and Pratticez that Friends and Brethren in their reſpefive Countyes what you ſay, 
incourage their faithful aud grave Women in the Settlement of the ſaid ” which ſome 
Meetings. And if any profeſſing the Truth ſhall either by word or deed Y.. 79% 


a oainfaid, fo 
direaly * diſcountenance or weaken the bands of either Men or Women, thac your ſay- 

| TR ing and unſay- 
ing ſhews you unſtable and murable 3 and yet you would be limiting and cenſuring, and have 
ſubjetion yielded to you ; but doth not this ſavour of the Nature of Diviſion,though coloured : 
over ſo as to impreſs it upon others 2 for it the Church was at Unity before, ( as it ought ) 
why ſhould you bring in that which you were conſcious would make Divilions > or elſe why did 
you paſs your Excomnu:nication before hand > Had you been fo wiſe in ſpiritual things, as you 
pretend, you ſhould nor have brought in things at this rate ; I muſt tell you, the Cauſe of Dj. 
viſion herein li-s at your doors 3 and ſeeing you were but proſelyted to this Opinion, you ſhew 
great weakneſs herein, and that wiſe, ſober, underſtanding Men in theſe Aﬀairs in time may 
come to (ce, that you have herein Jaid the Ground for ſuch Rents and Diviſions, as will not 
eaſily be healed,bur by your recalling your Cenſures, and Jeaving every one to own,or not own, 
ſuch things, according as they may be perſwaded in their own minds : For none can be our 
of uniry with the Church of Chriſt, and Order of the Goſpel, and in it at the ſame 
time, , 


Is 


Amongſt us? 


(22) 


-3n that work, or ſervice : let ſuch be admoniſhed according to the O;. 


der of the Goſpel: aud if they receive 14 not, but reſiſt Counſel, and 
perſift in the work of Diviſion, We cannot but look upon them, as 
therein not in tbe Unity with the Church of Chriſt, and Order of the 


Goſpel. Thus they. 


This following 1 ſent to them, directed to 
Alexander Lawrence. 


Y Friends, before which Particular I knew no Ground of Divi- 

fion,but that the Church was in Unity aud Peace,and could hate 
defired you bad not writ on this wiſe, being very much diſſatisfied 
therewith, and that not one Inſtance from Scripture brought to. juſtifie 
the ſame we having declared #0 the World, that our Princifles and 
Prattice are no other than tbe Scripture# declare of, aud bear witneſy 
#9. And being one from my Child-bood, who hath travelled after 
the Kingdom of Heaven, my chiefeſt care bath been, and (till is, thax 
1 may receive nothing in and up:n a religious account, though never 
ſo ſeemingly fair, but what 1 may be ſatisfied to bave the Anſwer of 
God to my Soul in the performance of , for if I be not miſtaken, the 
Apoſtacy and great Deviation from the Truth firft entred by ſetting up 
things by little and little, which were not in the beginning. Dear 
Friends, bear with me, God knows my beart, Thave no other end than 
20 be ſatisfied berein3 therefore defire a moderate, plain, friendly 
and ſatisfaGory Anſwer to theſe following. 

What Example or Command bave you in the Scriptmres of Truth, 
thus to ſet up Womens Meetings, ſeparate and apart, and for what, 
in the Church of Chriſt, and call it Geſpel-Order > And whether any 
one, or a few together, may take liberty to lay anew, alter, or ad4 
to that wbich was laid in the * beginuning, and plead the Diltates 
and leadings of the Spirit for their rule? if ſo, I would know what 
errors may not be yun into under that pretenee:* not that the Spirit of 
God will lead into any thing but Truth, which is of its own nature ; 
but then it would be worth anſwering, What evident teſtimony have 
you, that you can give, that you are thus led to ſet up Womens Meet- 
ingsin the Church thus in 1beſe-parts, and for what end? and which 

. were 


L237] 


were n0t in the beginning by the Spirit of God, and ſo to impoſe them 


ou Believers, and call them Goſpel-Order ? 


What Goſpel of Chriſt was that which Friends walked according to 
the Order of many years ago ? and was not then the Church compleat 
« to Fundamentals ? or if not, what- wanted it to conflitute it a 
Church before Womens Meetings were ſet up bere onthis wiſe? which 
Noveliſm, not being ſubminted to, ſuch are out of and whether it 
be convenient that 1, or any, ſhowld run into, and take up the Praftice 
of any thing, only becauſe you ſay it, and would have me ſo to do, be- 
fore I be fully perſwaded in my own mind; according to that good 
Mans ſaying, who bad kept nothing back, but had declared to them 
in that Age the whole Counſel of God, and was indued with a more 
clear diſcerning, then 1 bope any of us will have acknowledged ts have 


received in #his Age, of what might make for the Churches Good, gow, 14. 1 3. 


Peace and Welfare ; and defired that they might not judge one another, 
but rather that none put a ſtumbling block in his Brothers way and 
beſeeched them that none might cauſe Diviſions and Offences contrary 
to the Dofrine which they had learned? And whether any ſticking 
cloſe to thoſe Dofrines and Praftices which firſt united us together, 
ought to be by you counted 8 Maker of Diviſion, and ſo judged out 
of Unity with the Church of Chriſt, and Order of the Goſpel ? 


Wherein, and in what ſtood the Unity of the Church of Chrift many 
years ago,before Womens Meetings were ſet up thus inths Church ſepa- 
rate aud apart? and for what end in theſe parts? and whether it was the 
way of the boly Men of old;thus toimpnſe things upon Believers but ra- 
ther exbors them to be fallly perſwaded in their own minds? And 
whether it be the way of God to reftrain or limit any for ſpeaking or 
writing what may be on their Spirits, touching ( being diſſatisfied in) 
things of a religious nature, and who have no other end or deſign than 
#0 take up or lay down ſuch things ? They may bave the Anſwer from 
the Lord, that therein be is well pleaſed with them in ſo doing, and to 
whom alone they muſt give an account of ail thtir deeds dont in tbe 
body ; but be accounted a Maker of Diviſion, which that of God in 
your Conſciences ſhall anſwer to the contrary, I never ſo behaved 


my ſelf. 


That whoever introduces, or brings in, and ſets up ſuch things in 
the Church, and which was not by the holy Men of God pratiiſed, "_ 
7 


2+ 
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an 1 
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fo would impoſe them upon Believers, and would thus limit and re- 
{train,that wone ſhould ſpeakor write of what they are diſſatisfied with, 
are doing as they would be done by ? And whether this be the way 
to preſerve and keep in Unity ? And whether others have not a mea- 
ſure of Gods Spirit to dire them what to do, and what to leave un- 
done as well as you? Or if they ſubmit not #0 that which they ſee no 
Ground for the Prattice of, will you ſay ſuch are makers of Diviſion ? 
And whether where the firſt Occafion of Offence was given, there 
was wot the firſt Breach of Unity ® 


By one who hath obtained 
Peace with the Unchangeable 
Cheſter, the21 of God, and deſires and labours to 
5 Month, 1676. keep in the ſame, which is the 
Ground of Unity, Peace, and 

Concord amongſt good Men, 


Richard Smith. 


7 |  ÞPoftſeript. 


My Friends, I could defire that you would read that 14 Chapter of 
Romans i# that Light it was writ in, and impoſe nothing upon ſuch 
Cenſures, as that particular afore mentioned by you, upon any of the 
| teuder Lambs of Gods Fold, and who are dear and precious in his 
A fight; but rather exhort all in true Love to be perſwaded and ſatisfied 

that God bath manife(ted a meaſure of his Divine Light in their hearts 
#0 lead ont of all unneceſſary things, and to lead into that which he is 
well pleaſed with, in the performance of ; knowing that all muſt ren- 
der an account to God for themſelves : for when that of God in the 
beginning was gone from, Man went from bis true Guide, and was 
led by that whieh led him into Error and Darkneſs, 


Judas and the Hear what I/illiam Penſays about F. P.s Innovation. © I have 
Few-p38-16-< hitherto thought} that a Society going from, or adding to what - 1 
* it was when truly called a Church, was that which only did 

* unchurch it, and not its continuing as it was: and if this be good 

© arguing, the People called Quakers remain till the ſame Church, 


© but their Adverſariesnot the ſame Members. In ſhort, where 
© the firſt Occaſion of Offence was given, there was the firft Breach f 


*of Unity. Had the Church impoſed upon them, there would be 
{ome 


[ 25 ] 
© ſome reaſon for varying of her CharaQer,and condemn her as fal. 
«len > but the Innovation being their own, ſhe is not accounta- 
<hle to them, but they to her for ſuch unwarrantable Noveltics. 
* So the Queſtion is not whether the Quakers impoſe, but whether 
© they did not innoavte, all was well call this, 

<3. P's. Innovation what it was you know, and are not igno- 
©rant that it brought Diviſion inſtead of Unity, Confuſion inſtead 
© of Order, Heart-burnings inſtead of Love, and diverted the 
«minds of ſome from the more weighty things of Gods Living 
© and Spiritual Law- 

© Your Innovation is Judgment and Practice likewiſe, and that 
© upon very high Cenſures. They that have read of thoſe called 
< Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtories,may fee what Diviſions thoſe that brought 
© in new and ſirange Dodrines and Practices bred amongſt them» 

* And ah! that you had foreſeen the inconveniency that fach 
© things brought, and had been aware, 


Pag. 23, 


Alexander Lawrence's Anſwer to mine, I take it in the 
Name of all the reſt, becauſe he ſayes We, with 
my Reply thereto, 


S for not one Inſiance brought from the Scripture to juſtify Avſwer, 
A the ſame, we having declared to the World, that our Prin- 

ciples and Pratices are no other than the Scriptures declare of and 

bear witneſs to 4 this is too large, for I would know of thee, what 

Scripture thou haſt, being it is thy Principle and PraQice, to deny 
Water-Baptiſm, and Breaking of Bread, and Drinking of Wine, 

and not to prafiſe neither 3 but this by the way, ſeeing thou wilt 

be ſo exad for the Scriptures. But though we do ſay our Prin- *Then where ;; 
ciples and Practices are agreeable with the Principles and Practices mine too larg? 
of the holy Men of God recorded in the * Scriptures of Truth ; *Þ*< Spirir doth 
yet we never aſſerted the Scriptures to be the Ground and Rule of 295 520Y. it 
our Principles and PraQtices, but the uncfting Spirit of God. Sol yy. 

come to thy firſt Query, — 


A. L. Mcthinks my Sober, Conſcientious Queſtions had requi- Reply. 
red a more friendly, careful and weighty Anſwer, than to begin 
thus Oh! fin not, and think that Grace will abound. I am con- 
| D | tirmed 


[26] 
firmed, that thou and them that adhere to thee hercin are be. 
ſides the true and living way, which leads to Unity, Life, and 
Truth, which the Liar is out of; for no Lie is of the Truth. 1 


*Though thou declare to * thee, and all that may hear this, It was never m 
kneweſt it be- Principle to deny Water-Baptiſm, or Breaking of Bread, and 


fore. 


I Cor. 8. 6. 
2 Cor. 11. 4+ 
Gal, 1. 8,9. 


Anſwer tothe 


Drinking of Wine 3 ſo that thou haſt wilfully wronged me here- 
in, and thy own Soul likewiſe z I defire thou mayeſt ſee it, and 
repent, And though thou, or you (tor thou writeſt in the Plural - 
much) are ſo iiff, becauſe I ſay our Principles and Practices are 
no other than the Scriptures declare of, and bear witneſs to 3 this, 
ſay thov, is too large 3 I ſay, not one title, for to this you mult 
cither bend or break. For another God there is not, another 
Chrift there is not, another Spirit there is not, nor another Truth 
or Goſpel to be preached than what the Scriptures ſpeak of, and 
bear witneſs toz: and I never did deny ( nor I hope never ſhall ) 
that which the Scriptures bear teſtimony of 3 both Water-Baptiſm, 
Breaking of Bread, and Drinking of Wine, were of ſervice inthe 
Church, and owned by me, and figured out, both a ſpiritual 
Baptiſm, and the Heavenly Bread and Wine, Chriſt Jeſus, the 
'Subſtance 3 and you muſt make a Difference betwixe performing 
& fulfilling things,and denying themand a vaftDifference betwixt 
leaving ſome Practices. the Scriptures declare of, and had their 
time 3 and ſetting up Pradcices in this day the Scriptures mention 
not, as you have here done. 


To whichTenfwer, aS before ; We have not, neither do we 


firſt Ouery.lay down the Scripture of Fruth, as the Ground of our Principles 


or Practices, and ſo take up things by imitation as others do ; 
but as being led by Gods good Spirit therein, which leads into all 
Truth, and in that Male and Female are one And the Power 
and Authority of that unlimited Spirit is the ſame in the Fernale 
as in the Male, and in that holy Spirit and Power they arc 
Labourers together, and apart, as in the outward for 
God, and out of that neither Male nor Female can a& for God, 
though they pretend neber (o fair, as many do, that are gone from 
the Leadings of the ſame Spirit. The Scriptures bear teftimony 
of the Aſſemblies of the "Women, and the elder. Women were to 
reach the younger to be ſober, and love their Husbands, &c. then 
jt could be no great Offence {ure to meet together thus to do, or 
muſi they go from one to another thus todo? & whatſoever things 


Were. 
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awere good, comely, lovely, &#. this 'might be done. And 
 'what Evil, Uncomelineſs, or Un—— is there in honeſt Women 
meeting together about the Care of the Churches buſineſs, fo far * But may 
as God gives them ability 3 and to call upon and ſerve the Lord, noe uitly 
as our Women do in their Meetings? And further, I ay the cheryoa Ps hm 
Church of Chriſt had, and hath power given them (not that they that Church, 
take it)to add.to and take awayſſor the good and well-being of the which bath 
Church, which was not in the begianing, and plead the Leadings arpct gd ro 
and Didtatcs of the Spirit of God for their * Rule 3 and this is likewis wh. 
plain from the Seripturesz and it was Peoples going from the ther you can 
Leadings of the Spirit of God, that -brought in.the Apoltacy, and P!c2d the lead- 
kept in it, though they pretend Scriptures for their Rule in what 787.0 04's 
pirit for your 
they do, | Rule herein. 


Whatever is written that is Truth, ſhall not by me be contro. Reply. 
verted or diſregarded, but owned, becauſe it is Truzh 3 but am 
ſorry to ſee ſuch things as theſe diſputed at this time of Day 
knowing that the more ſpiritually minded any Man or Men are, 
the more they are led to under{tand, own, and acknowledge the 
Scriptures, believing that none in this day has received fo full or 
large a manifeſtation of that blefſcd Spirit, as thoſe Prophets and 
Apoliles hadin their day,and by which they writ ; yet not barely 
that thoſe Writings are the only Rule, but that bleſſed Spirit 
which ruled in them which writ, and which ever led to obey 
thoſe holy InſtruQions and general Commands, which is to live 
a holy and godly Life, and without fin, and the like, and never 
to diſ-efteem thoſe holy Writings, or to ſpeak, write, or a& any 
thing contrary to them, or which recedes from them, for that 
will not beborn; and to plead the leadings of Gods Spirit for ſo 
doing is no little Preſumption ; for i him [ the heavenly Man 
Chriſt Jeſus ] dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godbead bodily. Again, 
obn 3. 34. For God giveth not the Spirit by meaſure to him, Chrilt C9. r. 19. 
Jeſus the heavenly Man, a Male. But you fay, the Power and 
Authority of the unlimited Spirit is the fame in the Female as the 
Male. This likewiſe is contrary to the Apoſtles Do&rine, who 
faid there are diverſitics of Gifts by the ſame Spirit, dividing to ce. 
very Man ſeverally as he will, x Cor. 12.4, to 12. But where 
the Power and Authority of the Spirit of God was ever the ſame . 
| in any Female, as is in the heavenly Male, Chriſt Jeſus, or ia 
thoſe Males he breathed on, Fohn 20. 22, you are filent in; or _ 
D2 | wherc 


Col. 2, 9. 


128 3 
where the Scripture mention#any ſuch Aſſemblies of Women to 
meet ſeparate and apart by themſelves, to take care of the outward 
Afﬀairs and Government of the Church : for that of Paw! to Tizus 
about his paſtoral Charge amongſt thoſe Cretians,mentions no fuch 
thing 3 and T hope you will grant there are no ſuch young Women 
amongſt you as is there mentioned, and fo needleſs for you to 
mention that 3 neither that of PM 4. 8. at all pertinent to your 
matter about ſetting up ſuch Meetings. And you muſt know the 
Church has no power but what it hath of and from him, who is 
the Beginning, and was before all things, and is the Head of the 

Cel. 1. 3. Church, that in all things he might bave the prebeminence 3 and 
and whom he choſe, they appointed Men to take care of the 

Judg now Churches buſineſs, As 6. 2,3, 4, 55 Thele are not fit Conſe. 
 fa1'o = be quences for you to draw from the Scriptures, to ſet up Womens 
wp La ſtop Meetings 3 for whiles you labour to evince fromthe Scriptures the 
to ſuch as run things that are not there, or to put wrong ConliruQions upon the 
bias for Wo- things contained there, and plead the leadings of Gods Spirit for 
es Beck _o_ che ſame, you will have but bad ſucceſs. Therefore beware of 

Jock er fuch things, you confeſs that an Apoſiacy came over ſuch. 


Church bufi- 
neſs ; knowing that there can be ncthing done in the Church of Chriſt, or by any Member of ir, 
as relating to it, that is not fit or civil tor an honeſt godly Man todo. 


Anſwer to The Goſpel of Chriſt, which Friends walked according to the 
the 2 Query. Order of many years ago, according to what God then made ma- 
nifeſt, is the ſame that they walk according to the Order of now 
in their Men and Womens Meetings, asin the power they keep 
and as to Fundamentals, the Church was not ſo compleat in the 
knowledg thereof in the beginning, as bleſſed be the Lord, he 
hath madc many ſince, yet there was ſo much as to conſtitute it a 
Church, before Womens Meetings, or Mens either, were as they 
arenow ; but what tho? doth it therefore follow that they muſt not 
be ? Is not the Church before the Government and Diſcipline of 
it? which is for the good and well-being of the ſame, that ſo all 
things may be done and kept in order, and if any diſorder be,that 
it may be took courſe with,that ſo theTruth which is clear may be 
kept clear? We do not (ay, that thou or any is to run into, or 
take up the praQice of any thing, becauſe we ſay it, until they are 
fully perſwaded in theirown minds, as that good Man ſaid ; but 
we do ſay, if any direQly diſcountenance ſuch things, and re- 
ft Admonition, and perfiſt jn the work of Diviſion, we 
cannot 
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cannot 'but look upon them therein not in the unity with the 
Church of Chriſt, and Order of the Goſpel : for althovgh the 
Apoltle-was very tender of ſuch as were weak in the Faith, who 
chought they might eat nothing but herbs 3 yer when ſuch as were 
Teachers of others, or would take upon themſelves tobe fo, and 
tell Peope they muſt abſiain from meats, which God had created 
to ke received with thankſgiving, the ſame Apoltle judged ſuch 
as Qreachers of the DoQtrine of Devils, and ſuch laid fiumbling- 
blocks in his Brothers way.. And ſuch as do keep to the Do- 
&rines and Practices which was firſt amongſt us, and continue jn 
the unity of the Spiric which firſt united us, (for it was that which 
firſt uniced us) ſuch ought rot, nor are by us accounted makers of 
diviſion, nor judged out of unity with the Church of Chiiſt, and 
Order of the Goſpel, 


Chriſt Jcſus the Light, and the'Way to the Father and Perſe- 
Rion, who alone can cleanſe from all Sin, was preached up, 
and all neceſſary helps tending thereto,to the compleating of a holy 
and upright Lifez and now of late for you to'ſet up ſuch things as 
theſe, as are no way in themſelves neceſſary to the accompliſhing 


of the other aforeſaid; for if they were to be obtained, as no doubt- 


they. were, before Womens Meetings were ſet up to look after the 
outward Aﬀairs of the Church, as you ſay 3 (for I am not againſt 
them or any other to meet topray, exhort, ſtreagthen, and build 
up.one another in their moſt holy Faith, but yet why Women 
ſhould be fingular in that, except upon particular occaſions, is a 
Paradox to me,) then theſe Meetings as intended, are either 
needleſs 3 or elſe many, for all ſuch preaching and praying, rather 
go.back, and (o fiand in need of ſuch outward helps now, as were 
not needful then, or at leaſt was not by the Light Cen uſcful in 
thoſe parts. And then where is the Errour ? for as to Funda- 
mentals and Conſtitution you grant the Church was compleat be- 
fore ſuch Meetings, then it mutt needs follow, that it is not your 
Knowledg in, or Ignorance of,. that can add to or detract from 
her; for William Pex (ſays, That a Society going from, or adding v0 
what it was when truly called a Church, was #bat which only did un- 
church it, and not its continuing as it was And Chritt Jeſus he 
that was before all things, the Government is to be upon his 
ſhoulders, and the Church is to b2 ſubje& to him, Eph. 5+ 24. 
And the blefſed Apoſtles preached and writ to Believers _—_—_ 

| than 


Reply. 


Iſa. DO G. 


| than this of yours, for that Conſcience which the Lord hath made 

tender, ſhould not be impoſed to receive or rcje& as Men pleaſe, 

y but according as the Lord makes manifeſt, for they ſaid they had 

2 Cor. 1:24 ot dominion over others Faith, neither were they Lords opey 

Gods Heritage, 2 Pet. 5- 3. but left every one to Gods witneſs, 

and to the Word of his Grace which was nigh in-the Heart, and 

4&5 20. 3%. that was it which was able to build up and furthermore ſaid they, 

Rom. 14. 5- Jet every one be fully perſwaded in bis own mind, and (aid, if in 

any thing they were otherwiſe minded, God wonld reveal it to 

them, Phil. 3. 15. and waited in patience to ce the Work of God 

to proſper. But you ſay to Believers, that it any by word or deed 

dire&ly diſcountenance Womens Meetings, fo ſet up by you as 

afore, they are makers of diviſion, and {o excommunicate them ; 

read your ſelves by the Apoſiles, who never writ or ſpoke after 

that manner to Believers. Your bringing that of Pax} to Timothy 

is very impertinent to that of- Roms. 14+ for [ told you there Pau! 

Was exhorting Believers, and ſpeaking of Believers duty One to. 

wards another and in 1 Tim. 4, he gives Timothy a forelight of 

the Apoſtacy, and what Teachers ſhould ariſe in the laſt times, and 

Signs to know them, which is nothing to the matter in hand. And 

there was no ſuch Dodtrine and Practice of Womens Meetings, as 

now ſet up here, ſeparate and apart by themſelves, to take care of 

the Churches buſineſs amongſt us at firſt, or 18 or 20 years agoy 

but now of late. And yet you ſay, ſuch as do keep to the Do- 

Erines and Practices as was firſt amongſt us,&ec. Are not you here 

in judging and condemning: your ſelves at the ſame time when 

you would fo juſtify your ſelves, but ſee it not? Indeed I mourn 

n over you,and pray that the Lord may take away the vail from before 

your eyes,that you may ſee that it was bringing in of new & (irang 

DoErines &. Practices that always diſturbed the Church,and mide 

Diviſions, and broke the Unity z and not ſuch who believe and 

continue in that blefled Light, Chrilt Jeſus, which alone leads and 

{ preſerves, as obedience is yielded to him, out of all darkneſs; fo 

| that it is ſtrange that thoſe that continue in that antient Truth 
ſhould now be accounted makers of diviſion. 


Ko7: « 16. 17. 


''i Anſwer 10 The Unity of the Church ſtood and ftands in that which was 
| the 3 Query, before the World was, or before Mau and Woman was ; and in 
[7 this Rtands our Unity in our Men and Womens Mectings, as in 
the power we keep. It was not the way of the holy Ancients co 
Im. 
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impoſe things upon Believers, neither do we; but there were - 
ſome in thoſe days that were puffed up, which did oppoſe and 
gainſay both>.them and the power they were in, and ſuch they 
judged, and ſo do we, It is not the way of the Lord to reſtrain 
any from ſpeaking or writing any thing that may be upon their Spi- 
rits from Himſelt,or in tenderneſs for fatisfa&ion, which hive no 
other defign than to rake up and lay down ſuch things as they may 
have the anſwer from the Lord, that he is well pleaſed with them 
therein 3 neither do we, the Lord forbid. But it is the wav of 
the Lord, and the pradtice of his Servants to tettify againli ſuch 
as would breed * Diviſions, and would draw after (elf into Par- * I: is a trio | 
ties, and yet pretend fair as many did in the Apoliles time, and Maxim z.r: © 
many have in our days, and againſt ſuch the Spirit and Power ot”) * . 
the Lard is, ec, nes, 


1! ceaſe. ou 

have introdu 
ced a Cauſe from whence Effects flow, the Efects this Cauſe produccs vou would have to be a 
principal Cauſe of it ſef, rhis is not true Philoſo »hy ; for where there is no cauſe for ſuch 
thing, no ſuch thing trom ſuch a _ can be educed 3 but time was there were no ſuch Womens 
Meetings ſer up here on this wiſe, under ſuch Limitatiuns and Cenſures, therefore then no caule 
for ſuch queſtioning or thus writing. I affe& plainneſs, 


If you had continued in-that where true Unity was, you would Reply. - 
not. have innovated ſuch things as would have broke it, or infcſt- 
ed the * Church and difturbcd her peace, and that pratice in * For 5 
which ſhe was at firſt ſetled, with ſuch unheard of Novelties, and your ty TY 
that upan ſuch Cenſures. And for you to faſten Diviſion upon A 
me, whoam very careful and circumſpet that I may give no 
juſt occaſion to you or any, but my daily Prayer is that I may 
walkin the Light of the Lord, which leads to Holineſs, But it 
hath been too much the Pratice of ſome to faften bad Names upon 
ſach they have a Prejudice againſt, that thereby they might make 
them odious, and for others to be ware of; but this will not do 
againſt him or them whoſe harmleſs Life and Converſation out- 
ſirips ſuch Epithites. And that I may make things clear to all 
rational underfianding Men in theſe matters, fee whether thoſe 
Ads 15. which were bringers in of Circumciſion among, B:lie- 
vers, under ſuch Cenſures that except they were circumciſed they 
could not be ſaved, run not parallel with your fetting up Wo- 
mens Meetings 3 for ſay you, if any by word or deed directly dif- 
countenance them, we look upon ſuch therein makers of divition, 
and out of unity with the Church of Chritt, and Order of the 
Golpcl, 
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rhis,for if theſe * Goſpel 3 theſe by the Apoſiles were counted Diſturbers, Troub- 
things were lers of the Churches Peace, and Makers of Divition, and -which 
—_ 35 YOU moſt of you at fixſt were againſt, and unſatisficd-in 3-and. it had 
Lhatings =» been prudence in you,ſeeing this thing ſprung not in(8&4from) you, 
Orderings of to have forborn your hands preſſing things at this rate 3 for we ha- 
Gods Spitit,he vying declared and proved by Scripture and found Reaſon, that 
a wes Chritt Jcſus is the true Light which lighteth every Man coming in- 
delentl that tothe World, as Men owning Principles ; but now for you to 
which he leads afſcrt ſuch things as afore, which the Scripture no where mentions, 
y _ fo you you cannot thereby convince the Gainſayers, and for you to plead 
lei,  . Divine Inſpiration in this ching, that You cannot do fo that 
Gal. 4. 16. cannot be falene, but ſhew you your Error herein, and not as one 
unacquainted with the Dealings of God, and defire that the ever- 
laſting Truth may reign over all, but in my judgment this is not 
the way to advance it to contend thus. 


Anſwer to They that bring in and - ſet-up that in the Church, 
the 4 Duery, which is acceptable in the ſight of God and good Mcn, and PEr= 
{wade and admoniſh .others not directly by word or deed to dil- 

 * Where Di- countenance the ſame, and fo petrfiſt in the work of * Diviſion, 
rn 4 a are doing as they would bedone by, and this is the way to pre- 
mutt be which ſerve and keep.in unity. We ſay all have a meaſure of Gods good 
is the Cauſe of Spirit given unto them, by which all ought to be guided, and 
it ; tor where that would ſhew them what to do, and what to leave undone: 
Da Pr Di- but it doth not follow that all are guided by it, and fo ſee what 
viſion, no Di- they ought todo, and what to leave undone 3 or if by the ſame 
viſion from they ſee what to do,and what to leave undone, in ſome things it is 
ſ _ gr nw: cooapparent they are not obedient thereuntoz it is now the meaſure 
an hs of Gods Spirit that is to dire what to do, and what to leave un- 
make ic appa- done, In the former Queries it mui be one Inſtance from Scrip- 
rent that I tyre, or Ground from thence for what we do, this ſeemeth ſome- 
poo what like Babels Builders, and ſuch are contentious and makers of 
ſay and do,and Divition, and by ſuch as before mentioned was the firſt Occaſion 


not queſtion or of Offence given, and there was the firſt breach of Unity. 
diſcountenance 


rag hl _ Baruſhaw, 14" of the From thy real Friend 
way here pre- 6th Month, 1676. and Well-wiſher, 
ſcribcd to pre- 

ſerre and keep . | Alexander Lawreyce. 


in unity With 


You, X 
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© dk A969 » m3 an a -..L].. .. 


6 


_y ws a SIS tf, 


[ 33 ] 
[This Anſwer ſhews more dexterity in you to be cenſorious, 

than of candour to your Friend ſo that this, with your carriage 

as in the firſt part, being not ſo careful and faithful to per- 

form accordingly, doth not ſatisfy me, nay nor will yield true 

fatisfa&ion to any of a doubtful mind herein. Iwill not ſay what 

Familiarity or the afteFionate Part may do, but till you would 

be Judges 3 and it cannot be expected, that I ſhould have walked 

with you fo long and be ignorant of theſe things, that in plain- 

neſs whoever bows not to this ſet up, but queſtions your Au- 

thority now in theſe matters, and tells you the Truth, you 

inſtead of backing the ſame by thoſe Divine and Heavenly Wri- 

tings, paſs ſentence, yea you have paſt it already, that ſuch are 

makers of Diviſion 3 but theſe are no convincing Arguments as 

all Men of a ſober Judgment well know, ſo that what you 

ſhould refolve and anſwer plainly to, you overlook 

it, I know that the good Spirit of God which leads into all 

Truth is manifeſted 3 but now it lyeth on your part to * prove, * Though I 

that Females were ever intruſted to look after the Government of hen. _ = 

the Church (for ſo it licth on yourpart, or elſe to have forborn than four 

to have writ on this wiſe) that Women had Mectings ſeparate and months ago » 

apart by themſcives on purpoſe, as they have now here once a fy bave not 

Month, and once a Quarter, as Men 1n the firft part, to look —_ 

after,as you ſay, the Churches buſineſs: for though 1 grant, thoſe ene -. 

that have received a meaſure of Gods Spirit, may as it moves, 

propheſie, or ſpeak for Inſtruction and Editication, and the like, 

according to their ſeveral Gifts; yet every Member hath not the 

ſame office, for as there are diverſities of Gifts, ſo differences of 

Adminiſtration of thoſe Gifts, and diverlities of Operations in « 

and by thoſe Gifts, x Cor. 12. 4, 5, 6, 28. Having thendiffcrent 

Gifts, every one wasand is to wait in their proper Gift, Rom. 12, 

4, to 9. For hitherto having the ſame ground for our Practice 

which the holy Scriptures bear witneſs of, and to, and which 

thoſe boly Men were exerciſed in, am bold to affirm it leads 

all that obey to own the Scriptures as afore; and the Reaſon of 

my true Obedience is not meerly becauſe they are there 

written, but becauſe they are the eternal Preccpts of the 

Spirit in my Conſcience, there repeated and declared ; therefore 

finding thoſe holy Pen-men kept nothing back of the Counſcl of _ _ *7 

God n:anifefied to them in that Age, of which we all confiſs *** 25+ 

they were indued with a more clear —_— than I hope any of 

us 


Catechiſm, 
pag.ts, 


C 34 


_ us will acknowledg to have received in this Age, of what might 


make for the Churches good, peace, and welfare fo that you 
having brought in that which they made no mention of, yet left 
ſufficient upon record, as to the matter, manner, and who were 
fit to look after ſuch things. Likewiſe miſunderſtanding your 
ſelves, draw a falſe Concluſion 3 becauſe I queſtion what Example 
or Command you have from Scripture to ſet up Womens Meetings 
thus, and call them Goſpel-Order 3 and in another place, whe- 
ther others have not a meaſure of Gods Spirit to dire& them 
what to do, and what to leave undone as well as you? Say you 
of me, It is now the meaſure of God's Spirit that is to dire what to 
do, and what 10 leave undone 3 and in thy former Queries it muſt 
be one Inflance from Scripture, or Ground from thence for what we 
do: this (fay you) ſeems ſomewhat like Babel's Builders, and ſuch 
are contentious and makers of Diviſions To which I reply, the holy 
Scriptures are at unity with that bleſſed Spirit that gave them 
forth 3 and this is the firſt time I ever heard they ſhould fo far 
differ from that Spirit that gave them forth, as to be compared to 
BabeP's Builders 3 and ſuch as walk anſwerable to his requirings, 
to the witneſſing of them fulfilled, to be eſteemed contentious 
and Makers of Diviſion. And it is as impoſſible for you co ſepa- 
rate ſuch from Chriſt Jeſus who is their life, as it is for you to 
op the Sun in its Courſe 3 only you have herein now more mani- 
felted your ſelves than formerly. And here I Ieave my Cauſe 
with the Lord, and could defire that my Breaſt was as a Window 
for every one to ſee into and through, and not as one (ſeem- 
ing to be what I am not. 


I remain with my true Love 
to you in Chriſt Jeſus, 


Richard Smith. 


Hear farther what Robert Barclay ſays. If thow Ioveſt the Scrip- 
ture indeed, and defireft to bold the plain Dofrines therein delivered, 
and not the ftrained, aud far fetched Conſequences which Men have 
invented thou ſhalt eaſily obſerve the [ Whole Principles] of the People 
called Quakers, plainly couched in Scripture words, without 
Addition or Commentary. This Peoples Principles are found in 


Scriptare, word by word. 
My 
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My Exprſtulation with all Sorts of Profeſſours, is not t0 prove 173: 
fome one or two Points by the Scripture, but the Whole Bod y of our 
Priniples. 

And now Reader, thou ſceſt what ſome would make a cogent 
obliging Principle amongſt us, that not to own it as ſo, (but give 
both Scripture, Reaſon, and our own Writings, to prove 
that ſuch a Principle was not amongſt us at the beginning, 
when we called our ſ{clves the Church of Chriſt; ) whether ſuch 
have given any juft occalion 3 or rather thoſe who preſs 
(and that in the Name of che Lord ) fuch unheard of Novel- 
ties on this wiſe * The Lord, if it bz his will, open the cycs 
of all that had a hand init, to ſee their Miſtake, 

Be watchful, and ſirengthen the things which remain, that ave Rev. 3. 23. 
ready to die 3 for I have not found thy works perfe& before God. 
Remember therefore how thou haſt received and heard, and hold f jt , 
and repent. 

Indeed I lament to (ce things thus, that all Travcl and Suffe. 
ringsfor Righteouſnels ſake to be fo little eſteemed and ſet by, with 


ſuch a People who have declared and likewiſe writ more for free- 


dom in religious matters than moti People, ſhould now after {6 

long a time ſet up ſuch things under ſuch Limitations and Cen- 

ſures, that thoſe who have ſo travelled and ſuffered, now for 

ſpeaking and writing their minds freely concerning ſuch matters, 

without ſingularity, or deſign but Truth, ſhould for ſo doing in 

their account forfeit all, and by them judged makers of diviſion, 

and out of umty with the Church of Chriſt and Order of the Go- 

ſpel. To ſuch I fay from a good underſtanding, that except you 

repent of theſe things, and for the future leave of this your cenſu- 

ring and judging others, who walk as holy and unblameable in The Spirit cf 

the Light of the Lord, and are as careful to ſerve the Lord and to God which 

anſwer his Requiringsas yourſelves 3 you cannot avoid, but fall, - x " 

under the Judgment of them which you are ſeparated from 3 and deans yet 

whoever hath or doth profeſs the Truth, and walks not up to it will not by a- 

accordingly, ſhall and muft bear their own burthen, and the "Y *c _— 

Truth which is-Truth, and there is not another, ſhall be clear. Re MG 
A few words to them that are tender, and ſeek nothing of this gee, & hould 

World, but are journeying towards that Life which never ſhall his People be. 

have end, and who oft have been, and yet may be be, beſet with 1he Ry 

trials and deep exerciſes in your Pilgrimage, ſuch as you never he the 


expected to meet withal 3 ſo that you may be ready to ſay within Cauſe of Divi. 
your tion. 


I Cor. 6. 9z 
- IO, | 


Rev. 21. 7,8. 


Rev. 22, 14, 
''TFo * 


Ifaiah 5s. 5. 
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our ſelves, Hayel forſaken all that is near and dear to mein this world to-fm. 
race the Truth,  expeRing I ſhould never have found thoſe: profeſling the ſame, 
and ſuch as were convinced before me, and have been deeply Ingaged ſeveral ways 
upon Truths account, thus to differ among themſelves ? for ſome to ſer up ſuch 
things among us, - and that on this wiſe, and which were not among ft us here- 
tofore ; this is the caiiſe of both queſtioning and ſorrow of heart, 1 can truly 
ſay with thee, theſe things grieve me ; but the chiemy will come on thee with 
freſh and new aſſaults rodraw thee to fide with, and juRlifie this or that Man, 
and condemn the other, and co take parr with this thing (becauſe ſuch and ſuch 
avd many own it, and thou art not, nor can be content or ſatisfied in thy ſelf 
except thou haſt the Countenaace of ſuch) though thou knoweſt not the thing in 
it ſelf ; neither haſt thou any juſt occaſion againit ſuch who ſpeak and write their 
minds freely herein ; ſo that ſometimes thou wilc be as bewildred in thy mind, 
and oft at a ſtand, and it*s not to ſay what diſquietneſs will ariſe by reaſon here- 
of. | 
To you do I fay from a ſenſible feeling of God's eternal Love, having travelled 
through many ſtraits ; keep on inthy way Heavenward, and abide inthe Im. 
provement of that Talent committed to thee, and meddle not with others mat. 
ters, or with things above thy reach, and lernone draw thee to give Judgmenr 
with them in ſuch chings, and look upon none more than what they are in the 
Lord, left thou be drawn to afte& the earthen Veſſel more than'the'rreaſure 
manifeſted through it 3. and ſhut out all thar would interrupt thy Communion 
with God ; and keep inlove and tenderneſs rowards all that haye.a love to God, 
and that haveno end or regard to ſelf, or to this World, nor the things of it, 
above whart they are, but unto Purity, and Holineſs, and a cloſe walking with 
God in Spirit, and all Temprations will vaniſh, and thou wilt feel the Arm 
and Power of the Lord to.bring thee through this Wilderneſs, and will lead rkee 
into the Land of Reſt and Peace, where. thou ſhalt lye down ſaf-ly, and none 
ſhall make thee afraid. | 


I am likewiſe po og the Sons and Daughrers of Men, who delight in ly- 


ing, and other finful Pleaſures and Vanities, which prefles-them down, and 
keeps their ſoulsin darkneſs. Ah ! that Men would retuyn to the Lord, that 
they 'by him and through him might witneſs a true cleanſing from all their 
Sins and Uncleanneſs, - R 
Know ye not that the unrighteoms ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, te 
not deceived, neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Effemi- 
nate, nor Abuſcrs of themſelves with Mankind, nor Theeves, nor Covetome, 
_— Oar} nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall iwherit the Rimgdom of 
Goa. : | FO 
He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, and 1 will be bus God and he 
ſhall be my Son ;- but the Fearfiel, ani Unbelieymg, and the Abominable, and 
Murr derers, and Whore mongers, and Sorcerers, and Idelaters, aud all Liars, 
ſhall have their part in the Lake which burneth with: fire and bremftone, which 
z the ſecond death, ; 
Let the wicked forſuke his way, and the unrighteeus Man hu thoughts, and 
let him return wnto the Lord,” and he will have mercy upon him 3 and. to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon. | ag 


The END. 


